
THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND REGENERATION COMMITTEE 

CALL FOR WRITTEN EVIDENCE BURIAL AND CREMATION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Local Government and Regeneration Committee’s call for views 

Highland Council supports the introduction of legislation governing the regulation of burial grounds 

and crematoria in Scotland.  Our responses to specific questions relating to the bill are: 

1. Whether proposals for the restoration of lairs are appropriate (sections 24-35)? 

Highland Council uses a strategic approach to the provision of additional burial ground capacity and 

has a capital programme to delivery new and extended burial grounds with four developments 

completed over the past three years, and 2 due to open in 2015/16.  The introduction of revised 

SEPA regulations in May 2015 is expected to impact on the future availability of suitable sites. 

Our response to the Consultation on the proposed Bill relating to restoration of lairs confirmed that 

specifically on cultural grounds Highland Council are in general un-supportive of the re-use or 

restoration of lairs where exhumation would be required.  Highland Council does consider that in 

certain specific circumstances there is the potential for the restoration of full or partially full lairs.  

We will assess this potential further once the legalisation has completed its parliamentary process. 

The introduction of a right for a Burial Authority to repurchase unused lairs after a period of 50 years 

has passed since purchase and subject to the tests proposed is supported. 

2. Whether provisions on the reuse of headstones would be appropriate? 

As per our response to the Consultation on the proposed Bill relating to restoration of lairs, Highland 

Council are not in general supportive of the re-use of headstones in the Highlands and consider that 

the proposal would in general be impractical. 

3. The appropriateness and extent of the roles which should be undertaken by inspectors of burial, 

crematorium and funeral directors (primarily Part 4)? 

Highland Council supports the introduction of inspectors and considers the proposed roles as 

outlined in Part 4 of the Bill to be appropriate and proportionate which we expect would improve 

the delivery of funeral services to the public. 

4. The appropriateness and extent of the proposed regulation of funeral directors (primarily Part 

5)? 

Highland Council agrees with the appropriateness and extent of the proposed regulation of funeral 

directors. 

5. The extent to which the Bill will address funeral costs and what, if any, further measures the Bill 

could contain? 

Funeral poverty is a growing issue across Scotland and Highland Council are currently working to 

determine what measures can be introduced in the Highlands to provide support.  Highland Council 

would suggest that consideration be given through the Bill to introduce the concept of the provision 



of low cost funeral packages, which would provide assistance in helping with funeral poverty, and 

that this be developed during the future implementation stages. 

Highland Council does not charge for burials or cremations of children under 16 years of age, for 

stillborn babies or for pregnancy losses.  Whilst Highland Council does not agree to the Bill 

introducing prescribed fees or charges, we would support the introduction of national policy 

covering the provision of charges for burial or cremation of children less than 16 years of age. 

We support the recommendation that Local Authorities should have a legal obligation to clearly 

advertise up to date burial and cremation costs.  Highland council publishes its charges on the 

Councils website and updates these each April. 

The Bill confirms the existing requirement for a Burial Authority to maintain a register of private 

burials; however it is Highland Councils opinion that the legal responsibilities to publish costs for 

private burials and cremations should remain with the private owners. 

6. The appropriateness of the removal of existing provisions restricting the proximity of new 

crematorium to housing? 

There are two issues that should be taken into consideration regarding the removal of existing 

provisions restricting the proximity of new crematorium: 

1. The minimum distance in the Cremation Act 1902 is likely to have been introduced to 

protect residents from emissions, improved SEPA mission control regulations has reduced 

the impact. 

2. Provision of a quiet and peaceful environment for the crematorium and gardens thereby 

mitigating noise from adjacent dwellings during services. 


